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Record Feeder Cattle Prices
by Josh Maples, Southern Ag Today

 Feeder cattle prices are at or 
above record levels across all cat-
egories. The chart shows average 
monthly prices for four steer weight 
categories in Oklahoma City. Av-
erage prices during February 2024 
were up approximately 35 percent 
above year-ago levels and were 
roughly 60 percent above February 
2022 levels. The current prices have 
met or exceeded the price records 
previously set during the Fall of 
2014.
 Cattle supplies have tight-
ened in recent years as cow-culling 
increased and producers have held 
back fewer heifers as replacements. 

Drought conditions, higher input 
costs, and tight profit margins have 
been key factors for the decline in 
inventory. The estimated number of 
calves produced in 2023 was 33.6 
million head which was similar to 
the 2014 level and down by more 
than 3 million head since 2018. 
The number of calves produced in 
2024 will very likely be lower again 
because we are starting the year 
with fewer beef cows expected to 
calve. Higher prices are a response 
to these tighter supplies and should 
eventually incentivize expansion as 
producers’ financial situations im-
prove. 

 The majority of cattle pro-
ducers in the U.S. sell their calves in 
the fall months and the current ex-
pectations are for prices to remain 
strong through 2024. CME feeder 
cattle futures contracts for the fall 
months are trading near $2.70 per 
pound. For reference, the CME 
feeder cattle contracts have never 
settled above $2.55. The strong ex-
pectations for cattle are leading to 
attractive risk management oppor-
tunities for producers. Whether it 
is using futures, options, or USDA 
Livestock Risk Protection (LRP), 
now is a great time to analyze price 
risk management tools. 

Panhandle fires have come under 
control, however the needs of ev-
eryone affected continues. The loss 
of livestock and assets are great-
er than many can imagine. Many 
neighbors have stepped up to help, 
however the need will continue for 
many years to come. More informa-
tion is available in this issue to help 
those in need.
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Links to these area auctions (that have websites) are available on our website. 
www.RanchersExchange.com

Until Next Month,

 Cattlemen are optimistic and enjoying the rewards of their labor. 
However, the consumer makes the final decision on whether to buy beef 
or another source of protein.  
 With cash cattle prices nearing record prices. Wholesale beef 
prices continue upward along with retail beef prices. Cow slaughter 
numbers are also going down and imports are rising, so the cost of the 
food service burger is also rising. 
 All consumer’s are facing increases in their total grocery bill, 
everything has increased in cost and shoppers are trying to stretch their 
budget. However, the demand for beef continues and our ever increasing 
population has to be fed. We need to step up promotion of our product, 
since it is better tasting and healthier than any other.

“Beef • It’s What’s For Dinner”

MONDAYS
Live Oak  Livestock Auction

Three Rivers, TX
(10:30 am) •  (361) 786-2553

Nixon  Livestock Commission, Inc.
Nixon, TX

(10:30 am) • (830) 582-1561
Union Commission Co.

Hondo, TX
(11:00 am) • (830) 426-3383 

TUESDAYS
Atascosa Livestock Exchange, Inc.

Pleasanton, TX
(11:00 am) • (830) 281-2516

Gillespie Livestock Co.
Fredericksburg, TX 

(Sheep-Goats 9:30 a.m.) • (830) 997-4394
Southwest Livestock Exchange, Inc.

Uvalde, TX
(Sheep-Goats 12:00 noon)

(830) 278-5621

WEDNESDAYS
Gillespie Livestock Co.

Fredericksburg, TX
(Cattle 12:00 noon) • (830) 997-4394

WEDNESDAYS
Cattleman’s Columbus Livestock Auction

Columbus, TX
(11:00 am) • (979) 732-2622

THURSDAYS
Lockhart Livestock, Inc.

Lockhart, TX
(11:30 am) • (512) 398-3476

Southwest Livestock Exchange, Inc.
Uvalde, TX

(Cattle 12:00 noon) • (830) 278-5621 

FRIDAYS
Beeville Livestock Commission , Inc.

Beeville, TX
(11:00 am) • (361) 358-1727

Cattleman’s Brenham Livestock Auction
Brenham, TX

(Cattle 12:00 noon) • (979) 836-3621

SATURDAYS
Gonzales Livestock Market

Gonzales, TX
(Cattle 10:00 am) • (830) 672-2845

Weekly Livestock Auctions

Get your free
subscription to the 
Ranchers Exchange

Sign up to be a subscriber on our website.
http://www.RanchersExchange.com

Receive your free subscription to the 
Ranchers Exchange by filling out the form 
on our sign-up page link on our website. 

You can also “like” the Ranchers Exchange 
Facebook page to receive new issue alerts. 

Please share this information
with friends and family.

215 W Bandera Road, Suite 114-624
Boerne, TX 78006
210.414.4411

rancherspub@gmail.com
http://www.RanchersExchange.com

4/C Advertising Rates4/C Advertising Rates

Full Page - $ 200
2/3  Page - $ 135
1/2  Page - $ 100
1/3  Page - $   70
1/4  Page - $   50
1/8  Page - $   25

Ad Specs can be found on our website. Advertising 
space must be reserved by the 20th of the month 

preceding publication. All advertising will be paid in 
advance unless credit has been established.

Place your ad todayPlace your ad today

We welcome you to submit your club news and
feature stories.  We will print information at our 

discretion, on a space available basis. Articles
and letters express the views of the writer

and not necessarily those of this publication.
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For More Information Contact:
Union Commission Co., Inc. • Hondo, TXUnion Commission Co., Inc. • Hondo, TX

Glen Crain• Mobile (210) 912-9870
Seth Crain • Mobile (210) 288-3960

(830) 426-3383  or our
San Antonio Metro No. (830) 741-8061

Sale Every Monday at 11:00 a.m.

Sale Will Be Held In Conjunction With Our Regular Sale
and We Are Accepting Consigments.

Monday, April 8th

Mark Your CalendarMark Your Calendar
For Our SpecialFor Our Special
Stocker-Feeder Calf SaleStocker-Feeder Calf Sale

Apr. 8

LIVE OAKLIVE OAK
LIVESTOCK AUCTIONLIVESTOCK AUCTION

THREE RIVERS, TEXASTHREE RIVERS, TEXAS
SALE EVERY MONDAY

10:30 A.M.
(361) 786-2553
www.liveoaklivestock.com

RILEY
RHODES

(361) 449-2425 (R)
(361) 813-6650 (M)

Gillespie Livestock Company
“Quality Cattle and Honest Service”

Fredericksburg,Texas

Weekly Sales
Tuesday-Sheep & Goats-9:30 a.m.

Wednesday-Cattle-12:00 noon
(830) 997-4394

https://www.gillespielivestock.com

(512) 398-3476 Office(512) 398-3476 Office
(512) 398-6111 Fax

Madison Bexley
(979) 540-9793

Bubba Bennight
(512) 461-6091

email: lockhartauctioninc@yahoo.com

Lockhart Lockhart 
AuctionAuction
Inc.Inc.

Sale Every ThursdaySale Every Thursday
11:30 a.m.11:30 a.m.

2601 Highway 183 South
Lockhart, Texas 78644

ATASCOSAATASCOSA
LIVESTOCKLIVESTOCK
EXCHANGEEXCHANGE

P.O. Box 267
Pleasanton, TX  78064

SALE EVERY
TUESDAY • 10:00 A.M.

JIM WHEELER
(830) 281-2516

      Sale Every       Sale Every 
      Wednesday               Wednesday         
            11:00 a.m.11:00 a.m.

Cattleman’sCattleman’s
Columbus Livestock AuctionColumbus Livestock Auction
Office: (979) 732-2622Office: (979) 732-2622

Scottie SchwartzScottie Schwartz
(979) 830-7769(979) 830-7769

Doug BassDoug Bass
(979) 877-4454(979) 877-4454
Cody CernyCody Cerny

(979) 533-1940(979) 533-1940
www.cattlemanscolumbuslivestock.comwww.cattlemanscolumbuslivestock.com

LIVESTOCK
MARKET, INC.

Saturdays at 10:00 a.m.
(830) 672-2845

Sale now Broadcasting live
at www.cattleusa.com

David Shelton, Owner
Cell (830) 857-5394
Private Treaty Sales Daily

Mike Brzozowski
(830) 857-3900

https://www.gonzaleslivestock.com www.cattlemansbrenhamlivestock.comwww.cattlemansbrenhamlivestock.com

Cattleman’sCattleman’s
BrenhamBrenham

Livestock AuctionLivestock Auction
Sale Every FridaySale Every Friday

12:00 noon12:00 noon
 P.O. Box 1207 • Brenham, TX 77834 P.O. Box 1207 • Brenham, TX 77834
979-836-3621 office979-836-3621 office 

Scottie SchwartzScottie Schwartz
979-830-7769979-830-7769

MarkMark
SchwartzSchwartz

979-277-4987979-277-4987
Doug BassDoug Bass

979-877-4454979-877-4454
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• Personal Attention
• Risk Management
• Excellent Location to Major Packers and Feeder Cattle
• Financing Available on Feed and Cattle

Experience &
Personal Attention

For Cattle Feeders!!!Johnny Trotter, President & CEO
806-364-1172 Home • 806-346-2508 Mobile • jtrotter@bar-g.com email

P.O. Box 1797 • Hereford, Texas 79045
Kevin Bunch, Asst. Mgr.

806-346-2506 Mobile • 806-364-5852 Home • kbunch@bar-g.com

Bar-G FeedyardBar-G Feedyard

GG 806-357-2241
  Allow your cattle to perform
  to their full potential.
  Let our experience
  work for you.

Cattle FeedingCattle Feeding
at Its Finest!at Its Finest!

Located 8 miles
Southwest of Hereford

125,000 Capacity

Southwest Livestock 
Exchange, Inc.
Uvalde, Texas
(Four Miles West on Hwy. 90)

SALE DAYS
SHEEP-GOATS

TUESDAYS • 12:00 noon
HORSES-CATTLE
THURSDAYS 12:00 noon

Southwest Livestock Exchange, Inc.
Jimmy Speer

Office: (830) 278-5621
Mobile: (830) 591-6142

http://www.southwestlivestock.com

Interest Rates are Likely Impacting Producer Interest in Expansion
Source: Kenny Burdine, University of Kentucky

 USDA’s cattle inventory 
report confirmed that the US cow-

herd continued to get smaller during 
2023. Higher input costs, regional 
weather challenges and hay sup-
ply issues, strong cull cow prices 
and several other factors have con-
tributed to a prolonged liquidation 
phase of this cattle cycle. Despite 
the fact that calf prices were rela-
tively strong during 2023, there is 
no indication that heifer retention 
has begun. It would appear that we 
are likely to see a “slow expansion” 
when beef cow numbers do start 
to grow in the coming years. At 
some point, the cattle market will 
be strong enough, and weather will 
be cooperative enough, that we will 
reverse this trend of decreasing cow 
numbers.
 Occasionally someone will 
ask why we tend to expand the cow-

herd when prices are high. It would 
seem that the best time to expand 
would be when prices are low be-
cause females are worth less. It’s a 
good question and I understand why 
someone would ask it. On the sur-
face it is true that the cost of breed-
ing stock tends to be lower when 
calf prices are lower and the full 
cost of developing a heifer is low-
er when heifer calves are less valu-
able. But producers tend to expand 
during high priced times for two 
reasons. First, the high calf prices 
make them more interested in hav-
ing a larger number of calves to sell 
in the future. And secondly, high 
price times often provide the ability 
to  sell  fewer  calves  and  still  meet

continued on page 8



Lyssy & Eckel Feeds

Sale
Sponsor

H

For more information go to our website atFor more information go to our website at
www.southtexascattlemarketing.comwww.southtexascattlemarketing.com

Using the best feed available is key to our success Using the best feed available is key to our success 

Lyssy & Eckel FeedsLyssy & Eckel Feeds

Lew Thompson,Marketing DirectorLew Thompson,Marketing Director
(830) 334-8227 (O) • (830) 965-3058 (M)(830) 334-8227 (O) • (830) 965-3058 (M)

www.southtexascattlemarketing.com • email: southtexascattle@sbcglobal.netwww.southtexascattlemarketing.com • email: southtexascattle@sbcglobal.net

South Texas C Cattle attle MMarketingarketing  

Whether You Need a Few orWhether You Need a Few or
a Truckload, We Can Handle Any Cattleman’s Needsa Truckload, We Can Handle Any Cattleman’s Needs

We donated two pair to the Texas and Southwestern Cattle Raisers AssociationWe donated two pair to the Texas and Southwestern Cattle Raisers Association
disaster relief fund to help ranchers affected by the wildfires in the panhandledisaster relief fund to help ranchers affected by the wildfires in the panhandle
during the South Texas Cattle Marketing Sale held recently in Nixon. After the during the South Texas Cattle Marketing Sale held recently in Nixon. After the 

initial purchase, the pairs were donated back to resell several times. Thank you initial purchase, the pairs were donated back to resell several times. Thank you 
goes to those who generously contributed to this great cause. Lew Thompson, goes to those who generously contributed to this great cause. Lew Thompson, 
Jamie Donnell, Gary Butler,  Robbie Graff and, not pictured,  Robert Culpepper.Jamie Donnell, Gary Butler,  Robbie Graff and, not pictured,  Robert Culpepper.

Good Cattle from Great ConsignorsGood Cattle from Great Consignors
 Thanks to everyone involved. Thanks to everyone involved.

Mark Your Calendar For
Our Fall Production Sale

Saturday
 August 31, 2024 • 12 Noon

Nixon Livestock Commission
Nixon, Texas

We want to  thank everyone who make theWe want to  thank everyone who make the
Cattleman’s Opportunity” Replacement Female Sale such a great Success! Cattleman’s Opportunity” Replacement Female Sale such a great Success! 

South Texas Cattle Marketing Thanks You!South Texas Cattle Marketing Thanks You!

Thank you cattlemen for, not only supporting our sale, but for your generosity in helping us make aThank you cattlemen for, not only supporting our sale, but for your generosity in helping us make a
$40,000 contribution to the TSCRA Disaster Relief  Fund to help those affected by wildfires in the panhandle.$40,000 contribution to the TSCRA Disaster Relief  Fund to help those affected by wildfires in the panhandle.
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Pipe ( cut to length)Pipe ( cut to length)

MG
COMPLETE LINE OF BUILDING MATERIALS

Highway 97 West
Pleasanton, TX 78064
(830) 569-2543
www.mgbuildingmaterials.com

Highway 90 East
Uvalde, TX 78802

(830) 278-4439

2202 Memorial Blvd.
Kerrville, TX 78028

(830) 257-2300

121 N. Staples
Corpus Christi, TX 78028

(361) 884-9811

2651 SW Military Dr.
San Antonio, TX 78211

(210) 924-5131

B U I L D I N G
M AT E R I A L S

Quality Products
Wholesale & Retail

All Types of FencingAll Types of Fencing

Galvanized & Oil Field Posts Pre-Cut Pipe
8ft.-10ft.  F  (2-3/8” • 2-7/8” • 4-1/2”) Treated PostsTreated Posts

Culvert (Galvanized & Poly)Culvert (Galvanized & Poly)

Galvanized & Painted T-Posts (6 ft.-10 ft.)Galvanized & Painted T-Posts (6 ft.-10 ft.)

Galvanized & Corral Panels and GatesGalvanized & Corral Panels and Gates

We’re calling on our neighbors to come together for those in need.
Your donations can help these producers. For those impacted, we’re here to help.

Go To These Websites: http://tinyurl.com/ad9bkdwr or https://tscra.org

The fires  have stopped, but the need continues.The fires  have stopped, but the need continues.



Amarillo OfficeAmarillo Office
Dean Cluck Feedyard, Inc.Dean Cluck Feedyard, Inc.

806-220-0788806-220-0788

Monte Cluck, PresidentMonte Cluck, President
Mobile: 830-446-2418Mobile: 830-446-2418
monte@dcfcattle.commonte@dcfcattle.com

Sid Sawyer, General ManagerSid Sawyer, General Manager
Mobile: 405-642-5751Mobile: 405-642-5751

sawyer@deancluckfeedyard.comsawyer@deancluckfeedyard.com

Dean Cluck FeedyardDean Cluck Feedyard
Gruver, TexasGruver, Texas
806-733-5021806-733-5021

Walt Olson, ManagerWalt Olson, Manager
Mobile:  806-676-4333Mobile:  806-676-4333

walt@deancluckfeedyard.comwalt@deancluckfeedyard.com

Slayton Johnson, Asst. ManagerSlayton Johnson, Asst. Manager
Mobile:  806-367-3000Mobile:  806-367-3000

slayton@deancluckfeedyard.comslayton@deancluckfeedyard.com

Dimmit FeedyardDimmit Feedyard
Latigo Land & CattleLatigo Land & Cattle

Dimmitt, TXDimmitt, TX
806-647-2106806-647-2106

Ben Fort, ManagerBen Fort, Manager
Mobile: 806-576-8206Mobile: 806-576-8206

bfort@deancluckfeedyard.combfort@deancluckfeedyard.com

Justin Collins,  Asst. ManagerJustin Collins,  Asst. Manager
Mobile:  806-672-2229Mobile:  806-672-2229

jcollins@deancluckfeedyard.comjcollins@deancluckfeedyard.com

ServicesServices
Background Programs • Finish Programs • Pasture ProgramsBackground Programs • Finish Programs • Pasture Programs

Feed Finance Program • Partnership • Cattle Purchasing ProgramFeed Finance Program • Partnership • Cattle Purchasing Program
Experienced in Marketing and Feeding Natives, Holsteins and Mexican CattleExperienced in Marketing and Feeding Natives, Holsteins and Mexican Cattle

Preconditioning programs available at all locations including Jacoby Cattle CompanyPreconditioning programs available at all locations including Jacoby Cattle Company

Producer Oriented • Direct Access to the MarketProducer Oriented • Direct Access to the Market
Competitive Pricing  • Preconditioning ProgramsCompetitive Pricing  • Preconditioning Programs

Services AvailableServices Available
in South Texasin South Texas

We Receive CattleWe Receive Cattle
Direct 24/7 atDirect 24/7 at

Jacoby Cattle CompanyJacoby Cattle Company
6964 US Highway 87 S6964 US Highway 87 S

Cuero, TX 77954Cuero, TX 77954
“Bonded Livestock Dealer”“Bonded Livestock Dealer”

361-275-8687361-275-8687
Monte “Buzz” JacobyMonte “Buzz” Jacoby

Cell: 361-275-4205Cell: 361-275-4205
jacobycattlecompany@gmail.comjacobycattlecompany@gmail.com

DEAN CLUCK DEAN CLUCK FEEDYARD, INC.FEEDYARD, INC.

Customer Driven . . . Customer Driven . . . 
Accessibility, locations and programsAccessibility, locations and programs
developed to Meet Your Needs!developed to Meet Your Needs!
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For Sale
Brangus Bulls & Females

Santa Gertrudis Females & Bulls • Star 5 Commercial Females Available

Jessie Mendel
Manager

979-561-7103
Tommy Brandenberger

Consultant - 351-772-7790

Jim Corporron
3148 County Road 229
Schulenburg, TX 78956

979-562-2405•Cell 979-561-7185
Email: jim@corpacres.com

Rodney & Barbara 
Corporron

528 County Road 223
Schulenburg, TX 78956

713-724-1263
www.corporronacres-pinnaclecattle.com

Bred & Raised To Make A Difference In Your Herd!Bred & Raised To Make A Difference In Your Herd!

mkjanak@jbarangus.com • www.JBarAngus.com

“A Leading Supplier of Angus Genetics in South Texas”

Mark & Karen Janak, Managers
972 FM 340 • Hallettsville, TX 77964

Mark’s Cell: 361-798-6558
Home Phone: 361-798-5662

Bull And Female Sale
First Friday Every December

Hallettsville, Texas
at the J Bar Angus Headquarters

Formerly the Lone Star Angus Alliance Sale
Bulls For Sale Annually!!

Interest Rates
continued from page 4

financial obligations. By that I mean 
it is easier to sell fewer heifer calves 
when the steers and heifers you do 
sell are fetching a higher price.
advertisement
 I wanted to walk through 
this to set up the idea that the cur-
rent interest rate environment is 

another factor making expansion 
less attractive to cow-calf produc-
ers. The expansion decision is real-
ly a tradeoff. A cow-calf producer 
choosing to expand makes a short-
term investment (heifer retention or 
breeding stock purchase) in hopes 
of seeing higher profit levels in the 
future. Any time a short-term / long-
term discussion is had, interest rates 
and inflation are likely to enter the 

conversation.
 The first impact of high 
interest rates on expansion is the 
most obvious – the cost of financing 
breeding stock increases. A farmer 
wishing to purchase bred heifers in 
order to expand the number of cows 
he / she runs will pay more in in-
terest over the length of that loan. 
The higher interest expense lowers 
the potential profitability on that 
bred heifer as she starts to produce 
calves in the future. A producer that 
expands through heifer retention is 
still impacted as that producer sells 
fewer heifers in the short run and 
incurs development costs on those 
heifers retained. Even if money is 
not borrowed directly for this pur-
pose, the opportunity cost of the 
money not received by selling the 
heifer calves and the money spent 
on development is more significant 
in a higher interest rate environ-
ment.
 The second impact is one 
that is not discussed as often, but I 
also feel that is very relevant – in-
terest rates impact the time value 
of money. Money in the present is 
always preferred over money in the 
future and interest rates largely de-
termine how significant that pref-
erence is. When a producer retains 
a heifer for replacement purposes, 
he / she forgoes her value as a calf 
(present) in order to see increased 
revenues from the sale of her calves 
after she enters the herd (future). 
The preference for money now, 
from the sale of the weaned heifer, is 
greater when interest rates are high-
er. At the same time, the real value 
of those future calves is lower due 
to higher interest rates. An econo-
mist might say those future returns 
are “more heavily discounted” in 
a higher interest rate environment. 
This combination results in less de-
sire to hold heifers for development
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Special Replacement Cow and Heifer SaleSpecial Replacement Cow and Heifer Sale
Saturday • April 13, 2024 • 12:00 noonSaturday • April 13, 2024 • 12:00 noon

LIVE OAK LIVESTOCK AUCTION, LIVE OAK LIVESTOCK AUCTION, INC.INC.

Expecting 1000+
Replacement Cows and Heifers

For more information visit our website @
www.liveoaklivestock.com

Facebook: Live Oak Livestock, Inc.
Instagram: live_oak_livestock_auction

Or call Riley Rhodes
Office: 361-786-2553
Cell: 361-813-6650

Live Oak Livestock Auction
Three Rivers, Texas
Office: 361-786-2553

Hwy. 281 Between George West & Three Rivers
Regular Sale Every Monday

Registered  & Registered  & 
Commercial Commercial 

Brahman & Brahman & 
True F-1’sTrue F-1’s

Floresville, Texas
San Antonio, Texas
Gary Fuentes
Nick Fuentes

(210) 844-9615
Cell: (210) 415-9153

Rocky Rocky 
“G”“G”  

R anchR anch

purposes and I think we are seeing 
some impact from this today.
 I think weather (forage sup-
ply), calf prices, and production 
costs are the three main determi-

Cartoon courtesy of J.P. Rankin
“The Cartoon Cowboy”

nants of expansion. But we also 
can’t ignore the fact that we are in a 
very different interest rate environ-
ment in 2024 than we were during 
our last expansion phase. Interest 

rates have been another factor de-
laying expansion of the cowherd 
and should be watched as we con-
sider when we will turn the corner 
on this cattle cycle.

Quality TrailersQuality Trailers
at Competitive Pricesat Competitive Prices

Moos Ranch SupplyMoos Ranch Supply
Hondo, TexasHondo, Texas

Dealer for these great livestock trailers
W-W Livestock Trailers

830-426-2393 (O)830-426-2393 (O)
830-426-1352 (M)830-426-1352 (M)

Ranch Tough at a Fair Price Built Stronger to Last Longer
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Registered BrangusRegistered Brangus
Bulls For SaleBulls For Sale
15-22 months old15-22 months old

Located in Yorktown, Texas 
For more information contact:

Ricky Curry, Cattle Manager 
361-645-9118

or Dr. Larry Franke, Owner 
210-215-7124

Wesley Schneider - 210/422-7901
Fredericksburg, Texas

 Texas & Southwestern Cat-
tle Raisers Association President 

TSCRA Supports Rep. Jackson’s Resolution
Opposing Imports of Paraguay beef

Arthur Uhl released the below 
statement in support of Rep. Ron-

ny Jackson’s resolution disapprov-
ing a rule by the Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service (APHIS) 
to allow imports of fresh beef from 
Paraguay:
 “The U.S. beef industry is 
the gold standard for global safety 
and quality. Importing fresh beef 
from countries with a history of an-
imal disease outbreaks is unaccept-
able and puts our industry at risk. 
International trade of live cattle and 
fresh beef is important and extreme-
ly valuable to the U.S. beef indus-
try, but it must be done without sub-
jecting our industry to detrimental 
disease outbreaks and unnecessary 
risks.  Texas & Southwestern Cattle 
Raisers Association is appreciative 
of the leadership of Rep. Jackson 
and supports his efforts to oppose 
imports of fresh Paraguay beef.”

Allyson Runnels, Hondo, exhibited 
the Champion Brahman steer at 
San Antonio in her senior year!!

Barin Jasik, Pleasanton, landed in 
3rd at Rodeo Austin with his steer, 
Mr. Wilson.
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Cattleman’sCattleman’s  Brenham Livestock AuctionBrenham Livestock Auction 
    Sale Every Friday
    P.O. Box 1207
    Brenham, TX 77834
    979-836-3621 office 
   cattlemansbrenhamlivestock.com
   979-830-7769 Scottie Schwartz
   979-277-4987 Mark Schwartz   
   979-877-4454 Doug Bass

Cattleman’s Brenham Livestock Auction
Special Replacement Female Sale

Sunday • April 21, 2024 • 12:00 noon
2405 Highway 105 East • Brenham, Texas

Deadline for ALL Consignments is one week prior to sale.
Call us for consignment updates and current information on 

this special sale. Consignments are coming in daily.
Call us today for more information!

Including: Braford, Brangus, Brahman, and
 Crossbred Pairs, Breds & Open Females

Featuring 800 Head of Quality
Replacement Females

A Select Group of 30 Bulls

April  2024 Ranchers Exchange - Page 15
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 Have You Ever Considered Leasing a Bull ?
Angus, Brangus

Brahman, Charolais
Hereford and others.

First Calf Heifer Bulls
are our Specialty.

All our bulls are registered, fertility tested, 
young and well-mannered.

* You can use the bull of your choice
* You don’t have to maintain a
   bull year round
* You can utilize the best breed to fit
   your program
* You can adjust your breeding
   program to get most dollars
   for your calves.
* $350 per head per month.
* 3 month minimum.

CALL US FOR MORE DETAILS TO 
SHOW YOU THE ADVANTAGES 
OF LEASING BULLS FOR YOUR 

PROGRAM OR VISIT
OUR WEBSITE AT

www.casascattle.com

171 Fairway Ridge • Beeville, TX 78102
Office: (361) 362-COWS(2697)

Fax: (361) 362-1035
Mobile: (361) 362-5863

GOT A FEW COWS
THAT NEED TO BE BRED ?

800-811-8613

Slow and steady: 
A smart way to 
invest
submitted by Ed McClure,
Financial Advisor, Edward Jones

 You may have heard about 
investors who get in on the ground 

floor of a hot new company and 
quickly make a fortune — but that’s 
rare and certainly not a viable plan 
for most people. Instead, try to fol-
low a slow-and-steady strategy.
 With this approach, you can 
start out small. If you’re beginning 
your career and you can’t afford to 
invest large amounts, put away what 
you can each month into stocks or 
mutual funds. When your salary 

goes up, you can increase your con-
tributions.
 And take advantage of your 
employer’s 401(k) or similar re-
tirement plan. At least try to put 
in enough to earn your employer’s 
matching contribution, if one is of-
fered.
 Also, don’t let the inevitable 
drops in the market throw you off 
from consistently investing — ups 
and downs are a normal feature of 
the investment landscape.
 Finally, check your progress 
regularly by comparing where you 
are today versus where you were 
last year — and where you want to 
be in the future.
 “Slow and steady” may not 
sound like an exciting approach to 
investing. But a little less excite-
ment, and a lot more diligence, can 
prove to be quite effective.
 This content was provided 
by Edward Jones for use by Ed Mc-
Clure, your local Edward Jones Fi-
nancial Advisor at 3308 Broadway 
Suite 400, San Antonio, TX 78209 
or 210-229-0398.

Member SIPC

QUALITY COASTAL HAY
Quality Coastal Square and Round Bales.

Available for Wholesale.
New Mexico Alfalfa is also available (Call for Availability).

SPRIGGING AVAILABLE
All of our sprigs are irrigated and

fertilized. Sprigs available at any time.
COASTAL • TIFTON 85 • JIGGS

Larry Jasik
830-570-0878

Dustin Jasik
830-570-2551

1300 Bootleg Road
Pleasanton, TX 78064

www.jasikhayfarms.com



Ellis Menchaca, Jr.
Licensed Agent
(830) 591-4864

ellis_ins@yahoo.com

TAMU 1974

Mark Menchaca
Licensed Agent
(830) 279-2839

menchacamark15@gmail.com

TAMU 2015

George Menchaca
Licensed Agent
(830) 486-6866

george_tar@yahoo.com

TAMU 2007

Ellis Menchaca, III
Licensed Agent
(830) 591-3739

ellis_tar3@yahoo.com

TAMU 2005

Contact us to schedule an appointment

2024 ENROLLMENT DATES !!
Medicare Special Enrollment Period:

April 1st - September 30th

ACA Health Insurance Special Enrollment:
April 1st - September 30th

S.E.T.C. - Self-Employed Tax Credit
IF YOU WERE SELF-EMPLOYED IN DURING 2020 AND 2021.

YOU MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR UP TO $32,220 !!!
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Home of:
Zans Roan Manito
Gray Magnolia Jack

EspuelaEspuela
de Platade Plata
Horse Division ofHorse Division of

  South Texas  South Texas
Cattle MarketingCattle Marketing

Hard work on good horses.Hard work on good horses.
Our way of life.Our way of life.  

Marshall Hildebrand & Lew Thompson
Lew Thompson, Marketing Director

(830) 334-8227 (O) • (830) 965-3058 (M)
(830) 334-8106 Fax

For more information contact:

South Texas Cattle Marketing  

K

RANCH RAISED ANDRANCH RAISED AND
PERFORMANCE BRED HORSESPERFORMANCE BRED HORSES

Cowboy ToughCowboy Tough
Whether on the Ranch orWhether on the Ranch or

in the Arena, Horses You Can Depend On.in the Arena, Horses You Can Depend On.

NIXON LIVESTOCK COMMISSION, INC.
Sale every Monday 10:30 a.m.
Hwy. 87 East - Nixon, Texas
(830) 582-1561 or (830) 582-1562
Gary & Rodney Butler  
Gary Butler, Mgr.:(830) 582-1944

BEEVILLE LIVESTOCK COMMISSION, INC.
Sale every Friday 11:00 a.m.
Hwy. 59 East - Beeville, Texas
(361) 358-1727
Gary & Rodney Butler
Rodney Butler, Mgr.: (361) 358-0132

Industry Groups Concerned with Packers and Stockyards Rule
Sources: NCBA & North American Meat Institute

NCBA Statement on Latest
Packers and Stockyards Rule
 National Cattlemen’s Beef 
Association (NCBA) Vice Presi-
dent of Government Affairs Ethan 
Lane issued a statement following 
the release of the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture’s (USDA) latest 

Packers and Stockyards rule:
 “NCBA’s concern with this 
regulation has always been based 
in the rule’s unforeseen impacts 
to standard business practices. We 
have remained consistently op-
posed to any discriminatory practic-
es in the marketplace. While we still 

have concerns about the unintended 
consequences of the rule, we are 
pleased that USDA has addressed 
most of our significant concerns be-
tween the proposed and final rules. 
We continue to urge USDA to en-
sure this rule remains focused on 
its stated objective—with which we 
wholeheartedly agree—and does 
not stray into extraneous, unrelated 
subject matter discussed in the pro-
posal’s preamble.”
North American Meat Institute 
on Latest Packers & Stockyards 
Rule : Changes to Packers & 
Stockyards Act Will Not Affect 
Competition
 The latest attempt by the 
Biden Administration to disrupt 
the meat and poultry industry with 
changes to the Packers and Stock-
yards Act’s (PSA) regulations does 
nothing to encourage competition 
and instead attempts to give new 
authorities to the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) to exert fed-
eral control over business contracts.
 “The Biden Administration 
says these changes to the PSA’s 
regulations are about increasing 
competition, but they have nothing 
to do with competition,” said Julie 
Anna Potts, President and CEO of 
the Meat Institute. “These chang-
es are simply an attempt to assert 
even more federal authority to reg-
ulate the equities of industry busi-
ness practices, clogging the federal 
courts with every contract dispute. 
Congress never intended to give the 
agency such broad-ranging authori-
ty over meat industry contracts and 
practices, regardless of their effect 
on competition – and the courts 
have agreed.”
 For more on legal precedent 

continued on page 20
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Dr. Joe Paschal
Granted Professor 
Emeritus Distintion
The Texas A&M System Board 
of Regents has granted Professor 
Emeritus distinction to Dr. Joe Pas- Dr. Joe Paschal

Packers and Stockyards Rule
continued from page 18

and congressional intent, see the 
Meat Institute’s comments regard-
ing the proposed rule.
 “While the actions de-
scribed by USDA have no place in 
the meat industry, other federal stat-
utes and state laws already exist to 
address the rare instances in which 
they may occur,” Potts said. “An 
antitrust statute is not the appropri-
ate statute for these rules.”
 “At a time when Americans 
are paying more and more for food, 
the President and his Administra-
tion continue to pursue policies that 
will be directly responsible for the 
increased cost of meat for consum-
ers,” Potts said. “From Secretary 
Vilsack’s proposed changes to the 
Packers and Stockyards Act’s rules 
to USDA’s delayed modernization 
of pork inspection to EPA’s pro-
posed wastewater guidelines, these 
policies will prove costly to the 98 

percent of American households 
who purchase meat to feed their 
families.”
About the Meat Institute
 The Meat Institute is the 
United States’ oldest and largest 
trade association representing pack-
ers and processors of beef, pork, 
lamb, veal, turkey, and processed 
meat products. Meat Institute mem-
bers include over 350 meat packing 
and processing companies, the ma-
jority of which have fewer than 100 
employees, and account for over 95 
percent of the United States’ output 
of meat and 70 percent of turkey 
production.

Congratulations to Thomas Belt, 
Gatesville, with the Coryell County 
Livestock Judging Team on a great 
day of learning and competing in 
Houston! Thomas for placed 15th 
out of 382 juniors!

Kinsley Brady, Carrizo Springs, ex-
hibited the 3rd place heavy weight 
Brahman steer (standing behind 
Champion and Reserve Champion 
Brahman) in Houston.

Houston Livestock Show and Ro-
deo 2024 was good to Carson Dean 
Little, Groesbeck. He placed 6th in 
the heavy weight Simbrah class & 
made the sale. His hard work paid 
off!

chal, recognizing his meritorious 
service to Texas A&M.  Dr. Paschal, 
well-known among Gulf Coast and 
statewide beef cattle producers as 
the go-to source for science-based 
information, retired from his role as 
professor and extension livestock 
specialist based in Corpus Christi in 
2022. His career in beef education 
spanned over 40 years.
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Jim Williams to be Inducted into 
the Saddle and Sirloin Portrait Gallery
 Jim S. Williams, Boling, 
Texas has been named the 2024 
inductee of the prestigious Saddle 
and Sirloin Portrait Gallery. His 
portrait will be unveiled at an in-
duction banquet, during the North 
American Livestock Exposition in 

Jim Williams

Louisville, KY. Williams will be the 
379th member added to this historic 
gallery of livestock standouts. The 
award is the highest honor bestowed 
on an animal agriculture leader who 
has made major contributions to the 
livestock industry in the U.S and 

abroad as judged by their peers.
 V8 Ranch is one of the 
world’s premier registered Brahman 
operations. He represents the sixth 
generation to continue a commit-
ment to excellence in the seedstock 
segment and continues a legacy ini-
tiated by his great-great-grandfather, 
J.D. Hudgins, who is the founder 
of the renowned J.D. Hudgins, Inc 
Brahman Ranch.
 Williams is a two-term past 
president of the American Brah-
man Breeders Association, a three-
term past president of the American 
Shorthorn Association and has held 
executive board positions on the 
National Cattlemen’s Beef Associ-
ation, U.S Meat Export Federation 
and was chairman of the Texas Beef 
Council.
 Williams and his wife, Lu-
ann, reside on the ranch in Boling, 
Texas, about an hour outside of 
Houston. He has served on various 
committees and councils for Texas 
A&M University’s College of Agri-
culture and Life Sciences. He is also 
a strong believer in youth programs. 
The Williams family has created 
an endowed scholarship at Texas 
A&M University for graduate stu-
dents interested in researching and 
improving Bos indicus cattle.

Born. Raised. Harvested. Texas Beef.
Offering Non Hormone Treated Cattle, 
Natural, Grass Fed, and Wagyu beef. 

Visit our website
for ordering information.

http://cattlemensbeefcompany.com
(830) 333-0562

Pickup & Delivery within 60 miles
of Sabinal, Texas

ORDER YOUR BEEF TODAY

Stop by our retail outlet in Sabinal

New & Used Trailers
Trailer Repair • Trailer Parts

Gooseneck Hitches
Truck Accessories

Feed & Hay
Between Pleasanton & Jourdanton

next to Atascosa Livestock Exchange
Donny Lawrence

2004 Hwy. 97 W • Pleasanton, TX
830-569-3704 Office

830-570-7504 Mobile

Brush Country
Supply

Wilson & Wilson Brangus
14920 State Hwy. 135 N.

Troup, Texas 75789

Scotty Wilson
903-360-1576

info@wilsonbrangus.com

Ross Wilson
903-649-3166
wilsonbrangus.com

The Cattlemen’s Choice
for Performance,

Conformation & Disposition

WATERWATER
THE MOST PRECIOUS GIFT OF ALLTHE MOST PRECIOUS GIFT OF ALL

FLORESVILLEFLORESVILLE
129 US HWY 181129 US HWY 181

830-216-4567830-216-4567

FALLS CITYFALLS CITY
HWY 123 & FM 887HWY 123 & FM 887

830-745-2135830-745-2135

PLEASANTONPLEASANTON
IH 37IH 37

830-281-2400830-281-2400

THOMAS MOY & SONSTHOMAS MOY & SONS
WATER WELL DRILLINGWATER WELL DRILLING

& SERVICES& SERVICES
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Denise Rogers
Realtor

direct 830.591.7471
fax 830.900.5075

denisecrogers47@gmail.com

www.texasranchsalesllc.comwww.texasranchsalesllc.com
www.texasranchjournal.comwww.texasranchjournal.com

920 South Main Street920 South Main Street
Boerne, Texas 78006Boerne, Texas 78006

VaVance Runnels, Associatence Runnels, Associate
210.862.8967210.862.8967

BILL WALKER
ASSOCIATE BROKER

RANCH & WILDLIFE CONSULTANT
CELL: (830) 876-6970
BILL@TXLANDASSOCIATES.COM

TEXAS LAND ASSOCIATES
2135 EAST HILDEBRAND AVENUE

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78209

Product of the 
USA Defined
 USDA Secretary Tom Vil-
sack announced the finalization of a 
rule to align the voluntary “Product 
of USA” label claim with consum-
er understanding of what the claim 
means.
 “This final rule will ensure 
that when consumers see ‘Product 
of USA’ they can trust the authen-
ticity of that label and know that ev-
ery step involved, from birth to pro-
cessing, was done here in America,” 
Vilsack said.
 Under the final rule, the 
“Product of USA” or “Made in the 
USA” label claim will continue to 
be voluntary. It will also remain 
eligible for generic label approv-
al, meaning it would not need to 
be pre-approved by USDA’s Food 
Safety and Inspection Service 
(FSIS) before it can be used on reg-
ulated product, but would require 
the establishment to maintain doc-
umentation on file to support the 
claim. The final rule also allows the 

use of other voluntary U.S. origin 
claims on meat, poultry and egg 
products sold in the marketplace. 
These claims will need to include 
a description on the package of the 
preparation and processing steps 
that occurred in the United States 
upon which the claim is made.
advertisement
advertisement
 NCBA’s Executive Direc-
tor of Government Affairs Kent 
Bacus commented on the rule, say-
ing, ““NCBA has been committed 
to finding solutions to this problem 
ever since a producer-led NCBA 
working group raised the alarm, 
years ago, that imported beef could 
be mislabeled as a Product of the 
USA incorrectly at the end of the 
supply chain. We appreciate US-
DA’s effort to address this loophole. 
During the implementation period, 
NCBA’s focus will remain on en-
suring that these changes result in 
the opportunity for producer premi-
ums while remaining trade compli-
ant.”
 The rule puts in print what 
is allowed to be labeled as a “Prod-
uct of USA” or “Made in the USA” 

without enacting mandatory coun-
try of origin labeling. A voluntary 
labeling program is supported by 
several industry groups, including 
NCBA. Other groups are still push-
ing for mandatory country of origin 
labeling.
 USDA has also published 
an updated labeling guidance on 
the use of voluntary U.S.-origin la-
bel claims to provide examples of 
claims and the types of documenta-
tion that establishments may main-

Jayden Mata, Asherton, exhibited 
“Snowball” and won Class 3 and 
Reserve Champion Div. 1 Charolais 
Heifer in Houston.
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215 W. Bandera Rd. , Suite 114-624 • Boerne, TX 78006215 W. Bandera Rd. , Suite 114-624 • Boerne, TX 78006
210-414-4411210-414-4411

rancherspub@gmail.comrancherspub@gmail.com
www.RanchersExchange.comwww.RanchersExchange.com

TerryTerry
ReaganReagan

AuctioneerAuctioneer

Russ & Pam Williamson
903-530-5957

www.skyhawkbrangus.com
skyhawkbrangus@yahoo.com

HIGH QUALITY
BREEDING AGE BRANGUS BULLS 

 BRED FEMALES & SHOW ANIMALS
Presidente bull calves have done well for cattlemen 
and many of his sons are used in commercial herds.

The Home of
Presidente

tain to support use of the claims. 
The guidance will be open for pub-
lic comment for 60 days after pub-
lishing in the Federal Register. Pub-
lic comments can be submitted at 
www.regulations.gov.
 Establishments voluntarily 
using a claim subject to the final rule 
will need to comply with the new 
regulatory requirements by January 
1, 2026, and are encouraged to do 
so as soon as practicable after the 
publication of this final rule.

Russ deCordova

Obituary
Russell Irvin deCordova

05.04.57 — 03.16.24

 With humble acceptance of 
God’s will, we announce the pass-
ing of Russell deCordova, beloved 
husband, father, grandfather, and 
friend, on March 16, 2024. Born on 
May 4, 1957, Russ was destined to 
be in the cattle industry following in 
his father’s and grandfather’s foot-
steps.
 Russ left behind a true lega-
cy in the cattle industry, a legacy that 
he began creating at a young age. 
Relationships, a handshake, and a 
man’s word are how Russ operated. 
The cattle industry continued to be 
a family tradition for Russ; aside 
from Superior Livestock, he and his 
sons Cody and Ty also owned and 
operated Buffalo Livestock Mar-
keting, Inc. in Buffalo. Where Russ 
spent many hours writing up cattle 
that lined the road and welcoming 
all the sellers with a handshake and 
a thank you. Then he would change 
boots and head to Fort Worth to 
help customers market their cattle 

the Superior Way and mentor all the 
young men who joined on as Repre-
sentatives.
 He truly believed the good 
Lord blessed him with his beautiful 
wife, Debbie, and his three children, 
Amie, Cody, and Ty. His greatest 
accomplishment in life was always 
his eight grandchildren.
 Russ is survived by his wife 
Debbie; children, Amie Bushaw 
(Chad Bushaw), Cody deCordova 
(Emily deCordova), Ty deCordova 
(Jennifer deCordova), and grand-
children Charles Russell Bushaw, 
Will Bushaw, Gracie deCordova, 
Peyton deCordova, Wesley Bushaw, 
Tylar deCordova, Colt Russell de-
Cordova, and Ellie deCordova, sis-
ters LuRene NeNoir (Stanley Le-
Noir), Lisa deCordova, Peggy Crow 
(Len Crow) and numerous nieces 
and nephews.
 He was preceded in death by 
his parents Russell and Joan deCor-
dova,
 Funeral services were held 
on Wednesday, March 20th at the 
First Baptist Church in Groesbeck. 
A private family burial will follow 
at a later time. 
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Obituary
Edward Irl Stanfield

04.07.40 - 03.01.24

 Edward Irl Stanfield, of 
Uvalde, TX, passed away on March 
1st, 2024, at Dell Seton Medical 
Center in Austin, TX at the age of 
83.  
 He was born on April 7th, 
1940, in Boonville, MO to Fran-
cis Stanfield and Elizabeth Roberts 
Stanfield. 
 He married Linda Mosely 
on January 8th, 1960, in Boonville, 
MO. 
 He went to school at Boon-
ville High School.  He graduated 

Ed Stanfield

from the University of Missouri in 
1961. Ed began his career ranching 
with his father-in-law, H.A. Mo-
seley. He subsequently held roles 
at the Texas Hereford Association, 
Texas & Southwestern Cattle Rais-
ers Association, and Chaparrosa 
Ranch. He later became Chief Op-
eration Officer of BKJI. Ed spent 
the latter portion of his career work-
ing in Real Estate with his wife Lin-
da in Uvalde.
 Ed served on the Board 
of Directors of The Uvalde Bank, 
Stockman’s National Bank, Uvalde 
Independent School District, and 
the Uvalde Methodist Church. He 
served as chairman/committeeman 
of multiple state and national cattle-
men’s and cattle breed associations 
and the Texas A&M Research Cen-
ter advisory board.
 Ed is survived by his wife 
Linda Stanfield of Uvalde, TX; 
son, Matthew Edward Stanfield 
and daughter in-law Elina Kol-
manovskaya Stanfield of Brook-
lyn, NY; son in-law, Clay Cooper 
of Austin, TX; and grandchildren, 
Henry Matthew and Dasha Jane 
Stanfield of Brooklyn, NY, Made-
line Stinson of Austin, TX, Han-
nah Stinson of Brooklyn, NY, and 
Oliver Cooper of Austin, TX; two 
nieces, Kim Keese and Micaela 
Keese Williams; four nephews, Ja-
son Stanfield, Brent Clem, Joshua 
Stanfield, and Mitchell Keese.  
 Ed is preceded in death by 
parents; Francis and Elizabeth Stan-
field; daughter Stacey Elaine Stan-
field Cooper; two brothers Art and 
Paul Stanfield, and niece, Joanna 
Stanfield Montgomery. 
 A Memorial service was 
held March 11th at the Uvalde 
Methodist Church.  
 In lieu of flowers, please 
consider a contribution to the chari-
ty of your choice.

Obituary
Marvin Earl Mills
12.29.46 - 02.15.24

 Marvin Earl Mills “Stinker”, 
age 77 and lifelong rancher and res-
ident of Floresville passed away 
peacefully with his loving family 
by his side, on February 15. Marvin 
was born on December 29, 1946 in 
Floresville, to Robert Lee Mills and 
Novelle Reagan Mills.
 Marvin was preceded in 
death by his parents, Robert and 
Novelle Mills; brothers-in-law, 
Gene Hartmann and David Jenkins.
 He is survived by his loving 
wife, Lauren Talley Mills; children, 
Bonnie Mills Walker (Matthew), 
Holly Mills Gardner (Michael), 
Kyle Marvin Mills, Bryan Tall-
ey Mills (Brooke); grandchildren, 
Madeline Eledge (Michael), Mav-
erick Walker, Hudson Gardner, Cul-
len Gardner, Brynna Mills, Bayler 
Mills, Boston Mills; great grand-
daughter, Lillian Eledge; siblings, 
Reagan Mills, Loretta Hartmann, 
Sally Jenkins; sister in-law, Pat 
Featherstone (Ed); brother in-law 
Dennis Talley; numerous cousins, 
nieces, nephews, family and friends.
 A memorial service was 
held on February 24th at the First 

Marvin Mills

Baptist Church Of Floresville. 
 Serving as pallbearers were, 
Matthew Walker, Michael Gardner, 
Maverick Walker, Hudson Gardner, 
Cullen Gardner, Boston Mills, Mi-
chael Eledge, Lee Hartman, Brian 
Jenkins, Michael Joe Hartmann, 
Reagan Mills, Jr. The honorary 
pallbearers will be Reagan Mills, 
Sr., R.B. McCloskey, Tommy Allen, 
Joe D. Tackitt, Larry Wimer, Dennis 
Talley, Ed Featherstone. In lieu of 
flowers, memorial donations may 
be made out to The South Central 
Texas Independent Cattlemen’s As-
sociation Scholarship Fund.
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